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« Dear Brother Richards,—It is with 
feelings of pleasure that I now sit down 
to write to you, to inform you of the 
present state, and future prospects of the 
work of God in the London conference. 
During the month of November I visited 
twelve or fifteen branches in, and around 
London, which gave me opportunity of 
becoming somewhat acquainted with the 
situation of affairs in the central portion 
of the conference. I found that the 
2 of unity was richly shed abroad in 
e hearts of the Saints, and that the 
2 portion of both officers and mem- 
ers, were exercising considerable dili- 
gence in the spread of the principles of 
truth among the people 
On the 31st of November, and 1st of 


December, I attended a conference in 


London, at which the greatest unanimity 
of feelin prevailed. The number re- 
prevented to have been baptized during 
the six months previous, was 753, making 
a total of 1348 baptisms during the 
twelve months of Elder Margetts presi- 
dency. . This, to me, speaks volumes 
with th ste to the wisdom, faithfulness, 
and geal of Brother Margetts, and those 
‘who were co-workers with him. 
On the 3rd day of December I return- 
ed to Warwickshire conférence, and la- 
boured there until the 25th ult., when 


we held a conference, at which I resign- 


ed the presidency of that conference into 
the hands of Elder Jesse W. Crosby; and 


| here let me say, that I transferred the 
charge into the hands of Brother Crosby 
with the greatest satisfaction; for his 
faithfalness and zeal have won my highest 
esteem, and I am sure that his uniformly 
kind and affable deportment, will win the 
love and confidence of all those over 
whom he may preside. 
Saturday, the 4th inst. I arrived in 
this city, and entered upon the discharge 
of the duties of president of the London 
conference. Sunday, the 5th inst. I 
met the Priesthood of near 30 branches 
of the church that lay in, and around the 
city. Asthe meeting was designed for 
the Priesthood exclusively, we bad the 
whole day to ourselves. It will be a da 
long to be remembered by myself, and 
doubt not but that it will be so to all pre- 
sent; for the sacred and peaceful influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit pervaded the as- 
‘sembly. A great deal of business was 
transacted, and much instruction was 
given on doctrine, and on the principles 
of government, relating to the organiza. 
tion of the councils, and regulating the 
uffairs of the various branches. I laid 
my plans for the more extensive circula- 
tion of the printed word, in the precincts 
of the London‘ conference, before the 
meeting, and from the feeling manifest. 
ed, I am fully persuaded they met with 
the undivided approbation of all present. 
We had the pleasure of Elder Wallace” 


company during the whole day. He 
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entered fully into the spirit of the mat- | assured that this establishment will grow — 
ter, and we were all highly edified and | into importance in the estimation of the 
instructed by the teachings received from | people. a 
him during the evening. [ Baring the time of my former visit to 
I will now endeavour to lay before London, I called the attention of the 
you a brief outline of the plan I have Saints, both officers and members, to the 
proposed, for the greater spread of the importance of a more extensive circula- 
work in this region in the year 1851, | tion of the printed word. The leaven 
which is as follows:—That we should | has worked, and even now, the minds of 
establish a central depét for the sale of | all are fully prepared to enter into the 
our publications, wholesale and retail, to | good work with energy and zeal. The 
be called “ The Latter-day Saints’ Book | different branches are at present engaged 
and Millennial Star Depöt for the Lon-| in raising subscriptions, with the view of 
don Conference.” In view of this ar- forming a Circulating Tract Society 
rangement, we have appointed Elder Fund in each branch. Making my esti- 
William Cook general agent for the con- | mate from the strength of the several 
ference, instead of Elder West. branches, and the well-known liberality 
Brother West has faithfully 8 | nd zeal of the Saints of this conference, 
the duties of general agent for the last 22 satisfied that the aggregate of the 
six years, but his residence is not in a| number of tracts that will be called for 
place suitable for forming a central de- by the whole of the branches forming 
- pot on the scale we design adopting. It this conference, will not fall far short of 
was, therefore, deemed wisdom to change | of TWENTY-FIVE ‘THOUSAND. | 
the agency. In looking around for 2 The increased facilities that the circu- 
suitable person, living in a suitable loca- lation of these 25,000 tracts will give 
tion, I found none 30 well situated as for the spread of the gospel, by bringing 
Elder Cook, and none better qualified the priesthood and members of this 
for the responsible station of General | church more immediately in contact with 
Book and Star Agent, for the great me- the people will be very great; and when 
tropolis, in the ul year 1851. in addition to this we take into consider - 
Brother Cook resides within five mi- ation that each of these silent preachers 
nutes walk of Paternoster Row. He has is an able expositor of the doctrines of 
a front shop, situated on a corner, with | Christ, the importance of the undertak- 
two . show windows, in which our ing is very greatly ,increased, indeed. 
bills publications can be displayed | Each of these tracts will be accompanied 
with great effect. He also designs hav- | by an address to the reader, and a cata- 
ing neatly painted signs, so. placed as to | logue of all the publications of the church 
be seen to the best possible advantage, in present circulation. In this address 
by passengers going either way. This | some of the most glaring falsehoods, 60 
shop will be almost exclusively devoted | industriously circulated by the enemies 
to the sale of works, illustrative of the | of truth, will be contradicted. It will 
faith of the Latter-day Saints. require about four hundred distributers 
_, Sometime in November last I called to circulate the number of tracts before 
upon Mr. Strange, of Paternoster Raw, | stated: esch of these distributers, will 
one of the principal booksellers and pub- | act as an agent for the sale of publica- 
lishers in London, and proposed to him | tions; for this purpose they will each be 
to become an agent for the sale of our | furnished with thirty or forty of our 
publications, whulesale, He consented | unbound publications, which they will 
to do so for a certain per centage; but | always carry with them when distribu- 
after mature consideration, I concluded | ting tracts. 5 | | 
that as the Church of Jesus Christ of| The reader will be informed of this 
Latter-day Saints was destined to become | fact in the address before mentioned as 
the HEAD, and not the tail, we would es- accompanying each tract, which will : 
tablish the nucleus of a Gazar Book, inform them, thas if they should want 
Tract, and Star Orrics, in close prox- | any of the bound works, n only 
imity to the dignitaries of Paternoster | to notify the distributera, who will fur- 
nich them with a copy on their next visit; 
disposed per- 


Row and Stationers’ ape mt 
The Word of Ged is progressive in | and, finally, all chari 


* 


its very nature, consequently I feel well | sens, who feel a desire to assist us in our 


* 
5 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS IN LONDON. 


laudable effort for the spread of truth, 
an t for the receipt , 

nations. I the pre- 
sidents and officers of the various’ branob- 
es, to establish book clubs‘ in their re- 
ches, so that the poorer 
| to pay for the 
books all at once, 8 the oppor- 
tunity of depositing their little weekly 
savings to be kept sacred for this purpose, 
until a sufficient sum is saved to purchase 
what books yer! may want. These 
little —— — 
what upon owing plan, namely : 
two, tone, ten, or any other number of 
persons can form themeelves into a club 
for the purchase ef books. If one wants 
a Book of Mormon he can pay in 3d. 
per week; if a Book of Doetrine and 
Covenants 24d. per week, and eo in pro- 
pertion for any he may want. As 
soon as the club is formed, they will pro- 
ceed to draw lots, to see who shall have 
first, second, third, and fourth choice, 
and so on until all have drawn. By this 
means all will know when they will get 
their books; or if it will give more zest 
te er . at each 
Menke box thine ate in 


the club, save one, upon 
will be put, and the drawer thereof to have 
the choice for that time. In chis way 
the poorest Saint can soon put himself in 
_ possession of the standard works of the 

church. Surely there is no ohe in whose 


which a mark 
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in this beater te iatrodaced to 


the notice of the reader as an Elder of 
the Church of-Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
(—e— 
cient apostoli er, to 
gospel without purse or These 
tracts will undoubtedly pave the way of 
the Elders, and render their missions 
much more prosperous and effectual, than 
they could otherwise be: These breth- 
ren will also be furnished with a mall 
assortment of publications for sale. 
The president and council of each 
— act as a —— 
spread of the printed word as well 
as by gratuitous circalation. These 
committees will meet with the distribu- 
ters from time to time, to hear their re. 
ports and give such counsel and instruc- 
tion as may be deemed necessary; and 
if their deliberations should be seasoned 
with much prayer, and supplication to 
the Lord, for the gift of Spirit, it 


will be all the better. To put the whole 
machinery into operation will * 
large amount of books and tracts. If 


you ‘will please send — at your earliest 

convenience the following books, We., 

600 of Mormon, 

600 Doctrine and Covenants, 

600 Hymn Books 

16000 — of God, parts 1, 2, 3, 


4000 Divine Authority, 


heart the light of truth dwells, ‘but that | 24 


ty of the supplying themselves 
With ehe means of information relative to 
the great work of the last days; for 28 I 
have before remarked, this work is a pro- 
ve work, and ali who are engaged 

it must also progress, or they will be 


IF 


| 
memarkavie Visions 
500 Divine Authenticity, Nos. 1,2, 3, 
4, 5 & 6. 
500 Absurdities of Immaterialism, 
500 Reply to Remarks on Mormonien 
Vola of No, u, bound, 
24 Vols. » No, Il, 
| half calf, 
| 24 Vols. Times and Seasons, No. 6, 
| left behind. It is an od saying and a bound, half calf, 

true one that time and tide wait for | 3000 Great First Cause, 

no man.” And it can be said with equal; 800 Taylor's Discussion 

teuth—that the church and Kingdom of 1000 Gibson's ditto. 

God will wait for no mm. [T1 lange order, and lest we may 
will ‘be furnished | ference.’ Now, an average of six Booke 
each tract Slike each bra inch (some will need many 
‘the exception that | formed in each branch, and to leave a few 


| 
| 
* 


dy sale to strangers, &c. It will thus 


pro 
This will call into action every. faithful, 
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on 


hand to supply occasional demands 


* 


require THREE HUNDRED and THIRTY- 
SI of each kind of the bound works to 
supply the branches. 1 
To supply the four hundred distributers 
with two copies of each of the unbound 
publications will require over fourteen | 
thousand copies, and two more of each 
kind will form but a small assortment. to 
be kept constantly on hand in the branches 
te supply any sudden cal. 
We will endeavour to give the Stak as 
wide a circulation as possible through 
the exertidns of the distributers, and by 
every other means in our power; and 
whenever the increased demand shall 
only render it necessary for the members 
to take one or two copies, to get them 
at one penny, you may expect an in- 
crease to our present standing order. 
We will also endeavour to give the. 
London Book and Strap depot as great 
notoriety as possible, by advertising it. 
in the catalogue: accompanying each. 
tract. We will also take care to inform 
all dealers in literary matters, that they 
will be. supplied with works illustrative 
of the faith of the LATTER-DAT Saints at 
trade prices, by calling at their depòôt, 


35, Jewin Street, City. To give our de- Londo 


öt anything like a: respectable a - 
— should constantly keep 
stock of books, pamphlets, & c. on hand; 
otherwise it would be all talk and no 
substance. 
To facilitate the distribution of the 
printed word, and the labours of the 
priesthood, it will be necessary to divide 
the branches into districts, over which an 
elder will be placed, assisted by a priest, 
whose duty it will be to see that. the 
Saints are: ly visited and taught by 
the priesthood, and that the tracts are 
distribnted. Such a system: as 


able-bodied Saint, whose circumstances 
will permit him or her te assist in rolling 
en the word of God. What a glorious 
opportunity for the young men and mai- 
to prove themselves worthy, That 
will. gladly assist in goed work 
I have: not the least doubt. Mx ex 
rience; thus; far, has proved to me 
the,distrik 


*. 


in their gommunicatiqn with the peo. 
in the performance of their work of 


upon to give a reason for the hope with- 
in them; and sometimes they deeply feel 
the need of a greater knowledge of do- 
trine and principle, that they may be en- 
abled to confound their adversaries with. 
strong reasoning. This soon renders. 
them ambitious to study, to meditate, 
and to pray, that they may gain know- 


he extended plan prop the spread 
of the work, will * that all things 
be done in order. Therefore, the presi- 
dent of each branch will be required to 
audit the sub- agent's account the last 
week in each month, to see that the cash 
or books are on hands for tbe debt due 
to the general agent; and to ses that the 
money on hand is sent to Brother Cook 
the first of each month, at which time 


the president will report to me the state 


of his branch, the success of the circula- 
tion of the printed word, the state of the 
sub- agents account, &.; and I shall 
see that the general agent’s books are 
audited at the same time. By this means — 
I shall be able to. know the state of the 
conference the beginning of each month. 

There are about thirty branches with- 
in seven or eight miles of the centre of 
ondon, embracing over.two hundred 
members of the priesthood. . It has been 
resolved that we should establish a gene- 
ral council of the priesthood, to be held on 
the evening of the first Monday in each: 
month, for instruction in doctrine and in 
principle. On last Sabbatb,,as I looked 
around me and beheld a body af two: 
hundred faithful and intelligent men, 
who hold the Holy Priesthoods of Aaron. 
and. Melebizedee, and who are bound to- 
Tre by the ties of love, my heart was 

ull of joy. I thought to myself, whas: 
power, with God, may not this body of 
men enjoy; and what a vast amount of 
good they have the power to perform in 
the earth, by s union of faith end works. 
I do indeed, anticipate great things from 
the labours of these men, and those of 
their brethren who could not attend be-, 
cause of the distanes. 


Mae STH i 
look forward with the — pleasing 


ution. of tracts is of very great Priesthood of the 
benefit to all the Saints engaged in it; 


e, they are often confronted and called | method 


| 
| 
| 
to this asse of iatelligenge. 
different branches will, 
dente, have the, privi- 
| for | lege of-aaking -informesion, 
al upon. points. f doctrine, and the, bess ; 
. of organizing the branch coun- 
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cils, and’ regulating the affairs of the 
branches, that may occur to their minds 
during the month, 

- Daring 1851; the attractions of Lon- 
‘don will cause many of the wise and the 
faithful among the servants of God to 
pay us a visit, and we shall endeavour to 
gain as much information from them as 
possible. ‘As to the rules for the govern- 
ment of general councils, they will be 
few; for it is not wisdom to multiply 
arbitrary la ws for the government of men, 
who are destined by the grace of God 
and their own faithfulness, to rise above 
all law until they arrive at perfection, and 
live, and reign, and dee eternally, in 
the presence of God. Shall I be disap- 
pointed in my éxpectations with regard 
to this council? Nay, verily, provided 
We confine our deliberations strictly to 


37 
those principles, the knowledge of which 


is necessary to qualify us to become able 
ministers of the word, to the world, and 


to the household of faith, in their scat- 


tered condition. ‘You must excuse me, 
for I have run this communication to a 
much greater length than F anticipated 


when I begun it. Give my love to El- 


der Pratt and family, may 

abundantly bless them in their 2 to 
Zion; and may the mantle o P hres pre- 
decessor fall richly upon your shoulders. 
I verily believe that your heart will be 
made to rejoice constantly during the 
year 1851, for the Spirit whispers to me 


that the work will receive an impetus 


this year, that will fill the Saints with 
joy and wonder. May God grant it. 


Amen. 
Ext B. 


TEE SECRET OF THE HEALING POWER. 


Br J. H. FLANIGAN.. 


(Concluded from our last.) 


O Popery, blush when you stand up 
to claim primitive purity and power! 
After assuming a name and power above 
all that is called God, shewing forth that 
-you are God in dictating the destinies of 
mortals: . After breaking the covenant 
_ in instituting one Pope, or bishop, instead 


‘of twelve apostles: After transgressing 


the law of God, in teaching doctrines of 
- devils, viz:—forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, con- 
fessions to the priests; the worship of 
God tbrough images, and the inflicting 
of penance and torture, resulting not un- 
frequently in death: considering your 
-swelling title above all that is worship- 


ped, setting the bad example to your whole 


train of apostate daughters in changing 
the ordinance, the object, and the mode 
of baptism, and the candidates thereof. 
When you gave an inch, your hters 


took an ell: when you commenced a change 


they completed it: instead of baptiaing for 
‘remission of ins, you have changed to 
. baptizing infants who have no ins, 
Instead of immersing the whole body, 
-constituting the earthly part of the new 
birth, yeu sprinkle, and: your daughters 
also sprinkle, pour, immerse, some few 


| 


you claim ‘a 


: 


dipping three times face foremost. Ia- 
stead of baptizing adult sinners, who can 
believe and repent, you administer moo 
baptism to infants, who are not cay 

of either, “for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Instead of having Ohrist's, 
one true baptism, you, and your daugh- 
ters have three or four kinds, whatever 
may best please. After all this, will 
pure unadulterated suc- 
cession from the Apostles of Christ? Im- 
possible. If the fountain were pure 
would not the waters be pure also? The 
streams from the mother, and the waters 
from the daughters, are all impure, and 
so must be the fountain. | 

Who cannot see that a general apos- 
tacy was inevitably to come upon the 
earth? But here comes the great ques- 
tion, to which we must give a passing 
answer. Admitting this apostacy to ex- 
ist, which we must do, or deny our 


Bible, and our senses; what has become 


of alithe good people who havedied during 
this — aiighs of apostacy ? If they wor- 
shipped God according: to the best of 
their knowledge they are happy, and will 
receive a reward according to their works 
and words. The Gospel in its fulness 


4 4 8 
* 
* 
| 

| 

| 

| 

* 
a 


years 
cause 


of God or man. Query: But why do ect;” but it is not possible, Paul 
working mi- — because they reeeive not the 


ed. The enormous amount of error in | 


the world may not exist because of wil- 
ful lying, but . of people's careles- 
ness abont thé truth. ob. people, awake 


to righteousness ; seek after and obey the | 


commandments of God. | 
We have clearly proved that the heal- 
ing 1 * is one of the gifts, and virtues 
E gospel. The authority to admi- 
nister, and communicate it, is vested in 
the High Priesthood, through the Spirit, 
and faith in God. These are essential 
qualifications on the part of the admini- 
strator. Genuine true faith in God, and 
his Holy Spirit, is essential also in the 
subject, as your faith is, so be it done 
unto you,” said Jesus. | 
We have shown that the healing power 
accompanied the gospel administration 
to all true believers, eighteen hundred 
We have pointed out the 
its absence from the world, vis., 
the general apostacy. We have referred 
to numerous indisputable testimonies of 
its being again restored to the righteous ; 
and here I eould insert thousands of well 
living — witnesses 
to power of God, in healing being 
to the, Church of Christ of 
Latter-day Saints; but narrow 
and want of time now forbid, they can 
be daily seen, and are testified of, in the 
AL Star, in all our publica- 


MILLI 
tions, and in the meetings of the Saints 


throughout the world. 

My voice, and pen, I here use to bear 
testimony to the world, that the gospel, 
with its pure living administration, gifts, 
and ing power, is restored to this 
church. Stranger, do you wish to prove 
it too? Repent, be baptized for the re- 
mission of your sins by God’s administra- 
tion ; receive the laying on of hands for 
the gift: of the Holy Ghost; be faithful 
before God, and you shall have abundant 
evidence of what we have told you. If 
any man will do the will of heaven, he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be 


you not come to the world 
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racles, if the healing power is with you ? 
Because God has sent. us to 
restore the gospel, and these signs and 
gifts shall follow them that believe 


| obey... Ought not miracles to be the 


forerunners of the restoration of the gos- 
pel No. They follow. Faith comes 
y hearing the word of God. Faith 
uces miracles. ‘ Without faith it 


and dispensations, that God: ever sent to 
the earth, viz. ; Noah’s flood, and John’s 
- proclamation of Christ, and his kingdom, 
came quite independent of any miracles 
whatever. Moses was sent expressly to 
work miracles. Noah was sent to preach 
righteousness, to build an ark, and tell 
the world of a flood that was to destroy 
every living creature who went not into 
the ark. John the Baptist, the greatest 
prophet was sent to — the king- 
dom and coming of Christ, and baptize 
unto repentance for remission of sins. 
Joseph, and the Saints are sent to re- 
store the gospel to the world, to gather 
the righteous, to build up Zion, that the 


* 


Lord may appear in His Glory. 
Those who seek, and run after signs 
instead of the “ Gospel of the Kingdom, 


are of a wicked and adulterous genera- 
tion, and will be deceived and overthrown 
if they do not speedily repent. All who 
em to show signs, and do miracles, 
dependent of the and priest- 
hood of Obrist, are impostors; by this 
rule they are known, said John, I saw 
three unclean spirits,” &c. ; they are the 
spirits of devils, working miracles which 
go forth unto the kings of the earth, and 
of the whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of the great day of God Al- 
mighty! John adds, and he (the beast. 
or false powers which should arise) doeth 
great wonders, so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men, and deceiveth them 
that dwell on the earth by means of those 
miracles which he had power to do. 
Jesus said, the false prophets, and 
christs of the last days, “‘shall show great 
signs and wonders, insomuch, that, if it 
were ible, they would deceive the 


38 
‘was not preached unto them, therefore 
they will not be condemned for rejecting 
it. In our Father's house are many 
mansions. pos will have one aceord- 
ing to their righteousness.. Thus God 
and his words are true and just: But 
now the true light has come from hea- 
ven; if men reject it they will seal their 
condemnation, for God will not be mock- 
is impossible to please God.” 

Faith, repentance, baptism for the 
remission of sins, and the reception of 
the Holy Spirit, are ‘the forerunners of 

wo of the most important missions, 
| 


18 


love of the truth th: 
ed,” God shall send them strong 
sion that they should believe a. lie, that 
they all might be damned, who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness.” (Rev, vi. 13, 14. Ibid. 
xiii. 13, 14, 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12.) 1 

Now, if the world will only receive, 
and believe a spirit, or a R on the 
strength of their miracles, they will as- 
saredly be deceived, and to the 
) slaughter of the wicked. As the 


Power of God increases among the Saints, 


so the devil’s kingdom will. be in commo- 
Sen to imitate, deceive, 2 oppose it. 
e are warned against false prophets, 
and told that true must come. 
God doeth nothing but he revealeth his 
secrets, to bis .servants the prophets, 
(Amos iii. 7, Malachi iv. 5.) in fact the 


kingdom of God never did, nor never 


will, exist without — ynaii and di- 
rect inspiration from.God to man. As 
the world will have both false and true 
prophets, and both will have power to do 
miracles, how shall they be known apart! 
By their fruite ye shall kuow them.” 
The true prophets, and servants of God, 
bring Christ's perfect gospel administra- 
tion of faith, spirit, and priesthood ; while 
the false prophets, and teachers, invari- 
own name, independent e ciples 
of life and salvation. 


They perform by their own wisdom, 


seheming arts. The true ser- 
vants of Christ prove their mission and 


that they might be. sav- 
delu- 


and pews 


tial kingdom of our God, w 
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doctrine by the Revelations of God, and 
the powers of the Holy Ghost. . 


False teachers, and impostors, have no 
better proofs than lying public rumour, 
per tales of romance, &c. 
The Saints follow the law, and Spirit of 


God strictly, and gifts, blessings, mira- 


cles, and the “healing power” follow 
them. The false world follow not the 
true order of God, but disbelieve, and 
reject it; they drink in a false spirit, 


wander after and demand signs from 


mesmerism, and a thousand other. isms 
not of God. 
The devil and false spirits, may trans- 
form themselves into angels of light, to 
deceive, but they never leave their diabo- 
lical works, to preach and administer the 
true gospel administration of Christ unto 


life and salvation. 


Ye Saints of the Latter-days, go on,— 
you are the children of the light, con- 
tinue to walk in it. Suffer also this 
word of advice. Obey every counsel . 
and word of God, whether spoken by 
himself, che holy angels, or his authorised 
ministers whom. he has called to labor 


among you, that you may be found faith- 


ful and wise, in time to escape the fiery 


storm of righteous indignation about to 
be poured out upon an ungodly genera- 
tion, which is without God and without 
Obrist in the world. 


May you over- 
come, and inherit all things in the celes- 
here the 


„ Healiag Power shall preserve’ you 
Death. 


from all tears, sorrow, pain, and 


— 


CONFIDENCE. 


BY JOHN JAQUES. 


Les, the light of the: wicked Shall be put ont, and the spark of his fre ball not shine. 
The light shall be dark in bis tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him. His 
| contdance, shall he nomen out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of 


In the fear 
refuge.— Solomon. 


of the Lord is strong confidence, and his children shall have a place of 


Last not away, therefore, your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.— 


Confidence is the cement of 
deprived of which the whole social fabric 
would speedily fall into decay, and crum- 
ble to ruin. 
Confidence, in 4, crisis, is aal vation. It 
is strong as death, yet sensitive, as the 
magnet. It can exist to diffuse its bless- 


peace. It dispenses. with 


builds u 


is expan sive. an. eternity,—progressive in 
— its character, hen — 


strength with age. It originates, 
establishes, beautifies, adorns, 


exalts, delights in order, and upholds | 


legal authorities. It is a living chain 


that stretches through eternity, and binds 


ags only in } the creations in one, even a bond of bro- 
— bels bulwarks, and bayonets. It 


‘ 
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other. 


40 CONFIDENCE. , 
his neighbour; the earth fadeth; the 
haughty people languish; the mirth of 
tabrets ceaseth; the seng and dance are 


Happy the people where confidence 
reigns supreme, who fully confide in each 
Peace and prosperity’ attend 
them. They are one, undivided in aim 
‘and destiny. Their lives are calm as a 
summer eve: their spirits and actions 
are independent, unfettered, and free. 
‘The arts, sciences, and commerce flourish, 
‘enriching with their blessings. The vir- 
tues prevail with irresistible sway, and 
spread their genial influences around. 
The old men, with hoary ‘heads, carry 
their staves in peace. Onward pro- 
gress is sure—none can hinder. Hu- 
manity is on a rise to a station among 
‘ When confidence disappears, green- 
eyed jealousy, cruel as the grave, assumes 
‘ites place invariably, with dissimulation, 
envyings, confusion, strife, violence, wars, 
— murders rushing in its dark sinuous 
train. 


Drive confidence from the family, the 


‘city, the nation, the institation, or the 


people, and their inevitable doom is 


written and sealed us by the finger of 
God, or the hand of fate. * 
The withdrawal of confidence brings 
evil surtwisings; creates dissensions ; 
levels distinctions; violates contracts; 
‘dishonours dignities; mocks orders des- 
ises governments; dethrones monarchs; 
‘breaks up kingdoms; dismembers em- 
pires; dissolves society; outrages hu- 
‘manity; chills the warmest feelings; 


‘withers the fondest hopes; checks the 
noblest aspirations ; cools the loftiest de- 


sires ; cramps the most splendid efforts; 
blights the most promising appearances ; 
uenches the most sublime thoughts; 
estroys the brightest specimens of inge- 
nuity, industry, and skill; converts the 
fair face of nature into a sterile wilder- 


ness; damns souls, and sends them to the 
lowest hell; rains worlds, sinks them 


into the deepest: abyss of degradation, 


and perhaps buries them in oblivion. 


Cursed are the nation, people, or world, 
whose confidence is thoroughly destroyed. 
Cursed are they with a bitter, a grievous, 
adevouring curse. Their course is down- 
ward; deeper and deeper still. Fearful 
their state and condition. Awful the 


‘effects of their apostacy. Terrible falling 
away. A reign of terror. An era of 


blood. Father arrayed a inst son; mo- 
ther against daughter; brother against 


brother: sister against sister ? friend 
‘against friend; every man’s hand against 


known no more; the beautifal gardens 
lie waste; the fruitfal flelds are very 
deserts; the strong palaces are ‘thrown 
down; distrust, suspicion, paleness, ter- 
ror, and a certain fearfal looking-for are 
manifest; the sun is clothed with black- 
ness; the moon with blood; the stars 
fall from the firmament; the earth reel- 
eth and quaketh at the rolling thunders 
of the artillery of heaven; the lightning 
glare revealeth the darkness, desolation, 
destruction, and ‘consumption decreed 
when the good spirit ceaseth to “ strive 
with man. If the righteous are to be 
caught up into the air, and their works 
do follow them, truly might the Saviour 
‘ask, „ When the Son of Man cometh, 
shall he find faith (confidence) upon the 


earth? 


In view of all these things, shall not 
the saints of the Latter-day increase their 
faith and confidence, that they may with 
approval pass their probation, credita- 
bly enter upon their third estate, and 
individually receive, at the general ‘con- 
vention of worlds, the rewarding man- 
date of their God Well ‘doné, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
Shall we not respect, honor, and obey | 
the constituted authorities of the we, 
dom, adhere to their counsels, and abid 
in the la vs of Jehovali? Is not the con- 
fidence of our brethren and sisters dear 
to us as life? Ought it not to be care- 
fully cultivated, rigidly watched, and 
guarded from inroad, so that we may 
breathe a healthy moral atmosphere fa- 
vourable for the formation, growth, and 
developement untainted of the generous 
virtues, better feelings, and fullest capa- 


bilities‘of our being? 


Shall this beautiful world of ours be 
annihilated ?.. So gdmirably adapted as 
it is to meet our wants and necessities ; 
with its wondrous capacities for pro- 
ducing sustenance, comfort, pleasure, 
and endless gratification to our percep- 
tive powers, and organs, with its match- 
less organization’; its perfect and har- 
monious complement of animal and 
vegetable life; its inviting livery; its 
glorious canopy, studded as it were with 
glittering ‘gems of dazzling brightness; 


us vast undulating ‘plains, and gently 


rising hills carpeted with living green, 


i 
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decorated with delights btfal powsraot 

imaginable form and species, dressed in a 
shoudind varieties OF bul; 
shade, — on every hand 
the sweetest perfome and odour,— ball 
zueh a world as this become, and for ever 
r an N heap of dust and 
ashes? Shall nothing remain of this 
magnificent ‘creation but a vast wild 
chaos of material, with the ignoble record 
in the Eternal Archives that it brought 
forth—a worthless race undeserving of 
eelestial power, rest, and glory? The 
answer has been given. Blessed be 
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|. our lineage to these ancient worthies, and 
‘consequent! y.our ritle ro a participation 
in their heritage and promises? Hath 
not the Great God spoken in this 
* Hath He not set up his ki 
it evermore be thrown down? 1 
not this the dispensation of the fulness 
of times? Will not all things be ga- 
thered in one? Are not these the times 
of restitution? Are not these times of 
proving and choosing? Are not power, 
spirit, and -priesthood, now upon the 
earth? Shall we not love and confide in 
our God, our. brethren, and our sisters, 
that we may be one in all things, that we 


‘God—our fathers, through their Sai | 
dence in Him and each other, have ob- may escape all things that shall come to 


‘tained promises of resurrecting power for pass, and be ‘accounted worthy to stand 
— bug their faithfal: nn and at the coming of the Son of Man? Let 


their mother earth. every man, as far as he is concerned, an- 
Shall we then be backward i in proving swer for himself. 


‘Satter-bay Haints — 


FEBRUARY.1, 1861. 

Tun Loxpox Conrxnnnen — by the blessing of God, Ai the most numerous 
in the kingdom, and stands prominently forward in that dignified position which 
renders her justly the object. of observation, and emulation by her sister 
conferences throughout the British Islands. 

London has been greatly blessed with faithful men, and much of the Holy Spirit | 
to attend their diligent. labors, by means of which many have become acquainted 
‘with the purposes of God concerning the children of men; indeed the Holy Spirit 
seems to be munificently bestowed upon the people, in many places, to stir them up 
to inquiry after the truth, by dreams, visions, and various providential occurrences, 
as well as upon the Saints and Elders, to go and offer the words of life to them, 
insomuch that many who are not of the Ohurch are healed of diseases, and the 
word is more and more abundantly confirmed by the signs following. Such seems 

to have been, to a peculiar degree, the favored portion of the inhabitants of London. 
For three years past, the work in that place has seemed to outvie equal or greater 
exertions in other places, until the fruits of 1850 were the addition of twelve hun- 
dred souls to the * under the of Elder Thomes 
Margetts. 

It will be seen in that Elder Kelsey, his: successor, is 
of a still greater acceesion to their numbers the present year; we say God speed the 
‘glorious cause; The inhabitants of the earth expect from London what they look 
or from no other source, and we are pleased that our brethren in that renowned 
city, are so fully alive to the interests of our Redeemer’s kingdom, and their duty to 
their fellow men, as to adopt the active policy which is laid down in Brother Kelsey's 
communication, with such union, and decision. God will‘conmand his blessing 
upon the humble efforts of his people, when in love and meekness, they set about 
_ their heavenly errand to their fellow man. It is no common place matter. It is 

of paramount, consideration, being a question of life or death eternal, and is worthy 
of an active and a holy He or she that engages in, meekness and love, in dis- 
tributing the printed Word, under the conse of the misty, will find their hearts 


\ 
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made glad in the labor of their hands, and their minds will be greatly enriched in 
the knowledge of the truth. It seems a simultaneous feeling among the civilized 
nations generally, to oom op to the great metropolis this year to see the various 
productions of each other’s skill, ingenuity, and enterprize in the Arts and Sciences, 
which together with Nature best specimens will be exhibited in rarest taste. What 
an opportunity to present heaven’s best gift—the ReveLATions oF Gon’s WILL to 
the notice of men of many nations; a worthy item indeed to be obtained at the 
“ World's Fair.” The Book of Mormon may there be had in English, French, and 
Danish, and we believe no proper exertions will be wanting on the part of the 
Saints in London to give our works generally, as widely extended a notice as possible. 
May we not hope from so well-ordered and efficient a plan of spreading the printed 
word, that the necessity of present revelation will be brought to a bearing upon the 
minds of many of different nations daring the present year, who, although they 


may not have come for that particular object, will discover at the Exhibiton ” 


the spiritual architecture of Christ’s Oburch again on earth, as the most fascinating 
specimen of Heavenly Science, and thus be led to glorify God, and Fejoice for ever 


that they came up to the“ World's Fair in 1851.” 


‘We have with earnestness and pleasure, long anticipated the time when our 
standard works could be ordered by the various booksellers throughout the king- 
dom from London ; that time has now come. Any person who may not reside in 
the immediate nelgtebourhood of either of our agents dispersed through the various 
large towns, can order any of our publications through their book Walen und obtain 
them at the prices of the trade. 

Our auxiliary office and general depdt for the Latter-day Saints’ publications in 
London, is immediately at hand for any of the dealers in Paternoster Row. Any 
one wishing to order through either of those houses, have ‘only to forward with 
their order the name and address of WILLIAM COOK, 35, JEWIN STREET, 
CITY, and there will be no barrier to their orders being executed. b 


France.—Elder Taylor informs us, he has commenced the work of publishing the 


Book of Mormon in French, and is now prepared to appropriate any funds which 
the Presidents of Conferences may have remitted to us for 4 


they do not too far exceed the amount required. 70 

It is presumed the brethren were not aware with what despatch Elder Taylor 
turns off such small jobs, or we. might have been ready by this time to respond 
promptly to his call; besides, the attention of some of the conferences, has been 
very much taken up of late, in making their farewell offerings and reminiscences to- 
their presiding Elders, which, we are happy to *. has been in praise-worthy ao- 
cordance with the spirit of the Gospel. 

What say you, Fellow Servants? Shall. we now „ , jn one mites, and 
lighten the burthen which rests upon Elder Taylor alone? ‘If a proportionate 
amount be donated by each of the forty conferences in these islands, it. will 
not be felt by them. The presidents of conferences will Nesse give this subject the 
consideration. which they deem its due, and report the same to this office. Should 
any Yorkshire merchant feel rich desired 
Lord will reward him ſour- fold. 2 enn 


the politeness of 22 we are with 


gence from Copenh agen, as late as Jan 11, by which we are informed of the 
tolerable health of Eider Snow, and M laborers. The Saints in Cor 7 
number about one hundred, ind they of Jutland about thirty-five. — 0 
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King of Denmark, had accepted u copy of the Book of Mormon, which was also 
examined by other members of the royal family. #§=— 

The subject of religious toleration was exciting deep interest among the bishope- 

and clergy. The Danish edition of the Book of Mormon was making its appear- 

ance in numbers, and the Saints were feasting upon it with eagerness and delight. 


FAREWELL PARTY TO ELDER ORSON PRATT, IN LIVERPOOL. 
Tux Latter-day Saints in Liverpool, gave a farewell party to Elder Orson Pratt, 
on Wednesday evening, the 22nd of January, in the Music Hall, Bold Street. The 

gs were admirably conducted, and reflect great credit upon the manage- 

ment. The word of the Lord, given through our martyred seer and prophet 
(see Section LXXXI. Doctrine and Covenants) was observed, the tables being 
set with glasses of cold water, confectionary and fruits, instead of Tea. The party 
was free to the Saints, the expenses being defrayed by two gentlemen of this branch. 
Among the visitors were Elders Wallace, Gates, Wheelock, Phillips, Bell and 
Rowan. Miss Collinson presided at the piano forte. We have seldom been pre- 
sent at a meeting, in which so much of the Spirit of God [prevailed. The coun- 
tenances of the Saints wore that aspect, which can only be worn by those, who have 
been made partakers of the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

During the evening, the following Testimonial{was read and presented to Elder 
Pratt: It was beautifully engrossed on vellum, and mounted with gilded cornice- 


and roller. 
TESTIMONIAL 


PRESENTED TO 


ELDER ORSON. PRATT, 
Un of the Church of Jesus Christ of Tatter- day Saints in Great 
Britain and Freland, „„ 


By the Council and Branch the said Church Liverpool, on the occasion of his : 
lt 


for the Great Salt Lake City. 


66 WELL BELOVED PRESIDENT, ORSON ‘PRATT, 


We, the Council, and members of the Liverpool Branch, 
| cannot, without violence to our best feelings, allow you to depart from our midst _ 
without offering you this, our humble testimonial, of the sense of gratitude we feel 
towards you, for the invaluable blessings you have 2 upon us, during the 
two-and-a-half years of your ministry in these Islands 

The lucid reasoning, and powerful arguments di played in the many pamphlets 
you have written, and caused to be circulated throughout the empire, have already 
won thousands from their superstitious ignorance, to the knowledge and favor of 
God. Their mission is but commenced. 

The increase of the circulation of the Mr.tenmiaL Star from 3700 to 22,000 
is, indeed, a splendid enterprise, and must ever afford you the highest degree of 
satisfaction upon évery remembrance thereof. 

By your agency, not less than five thousand five hundred souls have been trans- 
‘slated, from a dark and cheerless prospect, to the bounteous land of Joseph, choice 
above all others for the abundance, variety, and excellence of its productions ; 
their hearts, now strengthened with a brighter hope, are emboldened to diligence 
in a and election sure among the sons and daughters of God. 

oie joy on the occasion of one sinner’s repentance, what 
and — are most justly the de of your bosom, when — contem 
that twenty-one thousand persons have become obedient to the faith, 3 
short period of your ministry in this nation, a goodly proportion of which 
their conversion, either directly or indirectly to your instrumentality. 

« In all these mighty works, our blessing and our joy are but in common with 
those of all Saints throughout the empire; but we have other reasons for espe- 


; 
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cial thanksgiving and praise, for your residence has been in our midst. You have 
administered to us, in particular, the words of life and salvation, and remiesion. of 
sins by baptism, and the gift of the Holy Ghost: by the imposition of hands, which 
‘have caused the meek to increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among us to 
~ rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. While our tender offspring also, have realized 
the affectionate administration of your blessings, and the sick and distressed have, 
in the name of Jesus, been, through your prayers, favoured with life and health. 
It has been our providential lot to hear your voice from time to time in this 
Hall; while with the demonstration of the Holy Spirit, and with much assurance, 
you have proclaimed to us the doctrine of eternal life; teaching us, not only to do 
the commandments of God, but “ those things which are pleasing in His sight,” as 
the unique appearance of our tables this evening testifies. es 
“Time can never reveal the extent of your usefulness on this mission; but a glo- 
rious resurrection will disclose the harvest-fruits of your faithful labours, yielding 
sixty, and an hundred fold. Then with regal honours may you in retrospect view 
this brief period of your career, as worthy a mortal clothed with the priesthood of 
God, aiding to establish Heaven's last dispensation on earth. bgt 3 
„Dear Brother Pratt, earthly substance is no equivalent, nor can it bear any just 
comparison with your labours to save your fellow men. Your works praise you, 


our words cannot. 


We humbly request your acceptance of this parchment; be pleased to give it a 
place in your family archives, that, in future years, it may remind you of your 
sojourn among us, and may every recollection be accompanied with unsullied joy. 
„Farewell; may you, and your dear family, be preserved from evil, though a 
thousand may fall by your side; and that we may be able to emulate your worth 
examples, till we triumph over death,.and with you inherit everlasting life, we will 


ever pray. 


Signed, in behalf of the Liverpool Council and Branch, 


„% GLaup Roben, President of the Conference. 


January 22nd, 1851. 


OnaRLes Roserts, President of the Branch.” 


EXTRACT FROM A WORK RECENTLY PUBLISHED BY ORSON PRATT, 


A.M., ENTITLED “ GREAT FIRST CAUSE, OR THE SELF-MOVING FORCES 


OF THE UNIVERSE.” | 


1. That there must be an endless du- | 


ration and a boundless space, are neces- 
sary truths which cannot possibly be con- 
ceived to be otherwise than they are. 
These are necessary truths, whether any 
being exist to conceive them as such or 
not. Indeed, if there were no being in 
existence, the same unalterable and un- 
changeable necessity would characterize 
these truths. Endless space and dura- 
tion cannot be created nor annihilated 
by any being, but their continuance has 
been and must be eternal. These truths 


do not admit of being proved, ‘for that 


which has no beginning cannot be pre- 


#eded by a cause, and where no cause 
exists, there cannot possibly be any foun- 
dation for reasoning. There can be no 
reason why space and duration are as 
they are, and yet we perceive a necessity 
for them to be as they are. | | 

2.— That things exist in space, is a 
truth, though we cannot conceive it to 
be a necessary : for we can con- 


ceive of unoccupied space; indeed, we 
know, because of the phenomena of mo- 
tion among things, that there must be 
space not. occupied; otherwise, there 
would be no room for motion am 
bodies, and space would be filled wi 


a boundless solid, imporous, and incapa- 


ble of any change of place among its 
parts. The motion, therefore, of things 
proves that a part of space is unoccu- 
pied.. If we conceive a part of space to 
be unoccupied. by substance, we can as 
easily conceive of all space to be empty 
and void: therefore the existence of 
things in space, 1 a truth, is not a 
necessary truth. We can conceive of 
space as containing either nothing or 
something: we can conceive it, either as 
containing one thing or an infinity of 
things: we can conceive it as empty, or 
pera occupied, or wholly filled. There 

an infinite number of quantities of 
substance between nothing and an infi- 
nite boundless solid; and we can con- 
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ceive either of these quantities as occu- 
pying pb. We cannot conceive any 
necessity why one of these quantities 
should exist rather than another. We: 
perceive that we ourselves exist, and that 
things exist external to ourselves, but 
we perceive no-necessity for our own ex- 
istence or for the existence of any thing 
else. thin 
in space, and the quantity of things in 
— not what they 
are by any irresistible necessity such ‘as’ 
characterizes our conceptions. of space 
and duration. No one can: conceive of 
the non- existence of space and duration, 
but every one can conceive of the non- 
existence of things in space, or of the 
existence of any supposed quantity frem 
nothing to infinity, The first are truths 
of necessity, the second are truths per- 
ceived to be what they are without per- 
ceiving any necessity for their being as 
they are: these may be termed contin- 
gent truths. 
“3.— Admitting the contingent truth, 
that something now exists in space, as: 
nothing cannot produce someth ing, there- 
fore, it follows, as a necessary truth, that 
something must have always existed in 
Each part of this eternal some- 
thing must occupy a finite space, having 
length, breadth, thickness, and figure. 
To oceupy — it must be solid, bat 
solidity is only another name for matter; 
therefore, this eternal: something must be 
matter. That which has no extension, 
nor parts, nor relation to space and dura- 
tion, is called immateriality, which is the 
negative of all existence, or merely ano- 
ther name for nothigggg. 
„4. — Having proved, from the fact, 
that something no w exists, that something 
must have always existed, let us next 
enquire Have all substances 
existed? Upon this subject, mankind 
are divided. One class. assumes that 
part of the substances in space: were 
created out of nothing by the other part 
which ‘they are irresistibly compelled to 
believe is:eternal, . The other class be- 
lieve all substances to be eternal. We 
shall now proceed to show that the eren- 


tion of one part of substance from nothing 

by another part, cannot be established by 

any necessity, experience, reason, analogy 
For further information upon this sub- ; 
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First : The creation of a part of mat- 
ter is not a necessary truth, for we can 
conceive of the eternal existence of all 
matter, as easily as we can conceive of 
the eternal existence of a of mat 
ter. All the ancient schools of philoso- 
phy conceived every substance: to be 
eternal; and it was not until modern. 
times, that men conjectured otherwise. 
As has been already stated, we can con- 
oeive of space entirely devoid of matter, 
which shows that the existence of all 
things in space, though a truth, is not a 
necessary truth. If the very existence: 
of all substances’ be not a necessary but 
only a: contingent truth, surely, the be- 
ginning of existence or creation of any 
one substance cannot be conceived as a. 

_“Becondly: The creation of one part 
of substance: by another, is not an expe- 
réimental truth. No man has ever per- 
ceived any one substance created from 
nothing by another. In all the varied’ 
operations of nature, we perceive no 
creations nor annihilations: we only per- 
ceive changes wrought upon that which 
already exists; Therefore, no man can 
know from. experience; thut the creation: 
of something from nothing is a truth. 

“Thirdly: Creation from nothing is not 
a truth derived fronrreasen. All dedue- 
tive reasoning is founded upon certain 
fundamental or first traths, called uxioms- 
or definitions, but there are no such first’ 
truths or axioms in relation to a creation 
from nothing; therefore, there can be no- 
foundation or starting point from which: 
we can commence a process of deduetive- 
reasoning to establish any such event. 
All inductive reasoning is that process’ 
by which we ascend from particular: 
truths to those of a higher order, and of 


a more general nature. Now there is 


nothing in the particular traths of na- 
ture which indicates the creation of any 
of ber substances*from nothing; hence, 
no such event can be established or in- 
ferred from induction. ‘Fherefore; erea- 
tion from nothing is not a truth derived 
from reason. 

PFourthly: The ereation of substance 
baer nothing is not a truth founded on 
analogy: Analogical reasoning is that 
process by — infer that oon event 


4 or thing may be true, because some other 


similar event or thing is known to be 
true. Now we know of no event or 


¢ 
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thing to de trae which resembles, in the- 


ve 
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every 
things out of the original elements; at 


things, therefore he must have created: 
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least, the creation of substance from no- 
thing,.therefore, there is no analogy for 


an event. . pou 


„ Fifthly: The creation of something 
from nothing is not a truth founded on 
divine revelation. We learn from the 
revealed truths, which God has been 
pleased to give to man, that the sun, 
moon, stars, heavens, earth, and all things 
were created by him, but we nowhere 
learn in those sacred oracles that any one 
of these things were created from no- 
thing. The original words rendered in 
9 — create and make, are sy- 
nonymous terms, signifying, as we have 

reason to believe, the formation of 


least, we are nowhere informed, in reve- 
lation, that these words had any other 
meaning. It has been said, that as God 
created all things, and as elements are 


them also. But if all the elements be 
included among the things created, then 
the Deity. must have created the ele- 
ments, or s of which he himself con- 
Sista, which would be the very height of 
= for it would suppose him to 
exist not to exist at the same time, 
hence the . “all things” cannot 
mean the ts, but only the “all 
things” that are created of the elements. 
Therefore, the creation of something from 
nothing is not a truth founded on divine 
revelation. If, therefore, the creation of 


means left by which we can determine, 
or even infer that it is a truth, and it 


should be treated as a wild speculation, 
or vague conjecture without the least 
shadow of foundation. 


“5,.—As there is no evidence whatever 
in favour of the ereation of any substance, 
we are justified in beli@ving that the ele- 
ments of every substance existed eternal- 
. We can trace back the history of 

earth for about six thousand years, 
or to the period of its formation. Da- 
this time countless millions of or- 


but in every instance that has come un- 
der the inspection of man, these com- 


since the creation, that have been wrought 
by the power of God, have been opera- 
tions upon materials already existing. 
God has not, since the history of man, 
created any new elements, and exhibited. 
them .as a testimony that such an event 
is possible. When our Lord made wine 


at the wed: feast, it was not 

to create it from nothing: he required 
the vessels first to be filled water, 
after which he created or made 
which be could easily do by miraculous- 
ly combining other ingredients or ele- 
ments that already existed in great abun- 
dance. When he fed the multitudes with 
bread and fish, it was not necessary 
make these compounds from not hing 


were made, not ont of nothing, but out 
of the ground. If, then, all men, beasts, 
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if 


‘not from nothing. All the miracles 
| 
| every element which enters inte 
| | their constitution, existed plentifully al 
| | around him. 
If we go back to the creation, we find 
that the real bodies of the first man, 
— 2 and animals, 
or ont ents, 
to an ex to the 
law? Is it any more difficult to:create 
—— — —— an earth out of pre-existing elements, 
not be established by necessity, experience, | than it is to create various compounds, 
reason, analogy, nor divine revelation, it | vegetables, and animals out of these ele- 
eannot be a truth, or, at least, we have no| ments? If we were to find a room 
— of ut even one ob- 
not — law to 
particular case of a similar na- 
? If we were to find that the waters 
tain, spring, stream, river, 
| would 
Nt, 
| oceau, 
‘been constantly taking place. But not a man be considered foolish 
in every case which has come under ob- who should conjecture that the 
servation, the beings, orgauized, have waters of the ocean were au exception to 
been made out of pre-existing elements. — we If the various com- 
In the mineral kingdom, . vegetables, and animals upon the 
of new compounds have been surface of our glebe are known to be 


erned by the law. vitation, it 
pateotly 
the same law to the whole earth, unless 
some reason could be shown pig: 4 law 
should not be thus extended ; in like man- 
ner, if the various compounds, veg : 
existing elements, it w. 
consistent to extend the law to the — 
itself, and to conclude that it was made 
of pre-existing elements also, unless some 
reason can be rendered why such an ex- 
tension should not take place. = 
“Perhaps the objector may say, that the 
law of creation from elements ought not 
to be extended to the earth, unless we 
can be certain that elements did pre- 


viously exist. To this, we . that 


the extension of the law to : 
would be in accordance with every rule 
of inductive reasoning, unless: it can be 
shown that the elements had no previous 
existence; and this cannot be shown. 
When God, at the creation of the 
earth, said, Let there be light, and there 
was light,” we have no authority what- 
ever for supposing that light was then 
created from nothing. Indeed, we know 
that light must have existed in connexion. 
with water in a latent state before that 
time; for before that event, the waters 
of the great deep existed, and darkness 
was upon its face ;—now these waters 
could not have existed in the form of 
water without electricity, and heat, and 
light were united with them: take away 
either of these three latent prinei 
and water would cease to be water, and 
its elements would exist in altogether a 
different condition. That light exists in 
water in a latent state, is a fact that can 


de demonstrated by chemists at any time. 


Therefore, light must have existed, 
though in a latent state, in the waters of 
the great deep, before God said. Let 
there be light.” In this saying, God did 
not perform an act of creation from no- 
thing, but only commanded the already 
existing light to or render itself 
visible where darkness before reigned. 


_ There are to ways in which this com- 


mand could be obeyed : first, the already 
existing light could come from the distant 
ions of space, and illuminate the face 
the waters, or, second, the latent 
light which. must have, existed in oon- 


nexion with the waters and other * 


stances could be set free, and thus 
rendered visible, 


EXTRACT, FROM THE “GREAT FIRST CAUSE.” 47 


On the fourth day it is said that “God 


| made two great lights,” which he placed 


in the firmament to rule the day and the 
night. When man makes light, he does 
so by operating upon the substances of 


etables, | nature so as to render the latent light 


visible, and in no instance does he create 
the light from nothing. Therefore, rea- 
soning from analogy, we have good 
grounds for believing that God makes 
light the same as man does, that is, by 
operating upon the elements in such a 
manner as to set this latent principle 
free, and thus make it visible; at least, 
we have no reason, nor analogy, nor any 
other evidence for conjecturing that he 
makes it in any other way. | 
„. Astronomers. have demonstrated by 
actual. observation and mathematical 
oaleulation that light existed thousands 
of years before the creation of our earth. 
It bas been determined that light flies 
with the velocity of about twelve mil- 
lions of miles every minute: it has also 
been ascertained from the known power 
of the telescope, and from other consi- 
derations, that there are bodies in the 
universe, situated at such immense dis- 
tances, that it would require their light 
several hundred thousand years to tra- 
verse the s between them and our 
world: it follows, then, of necessity, 
that the light by which those distant 
worlds are now rendered visible must 
have left them thousands of centuries 
before our was — 
every point of space to whi t 
of inconceivably distant shining worlds 
prove t proves far great 
est portion of the visible universe existed 
before the organization of our little 
globe. When we look upon the widely 
extended field of existence, we are apt to 
imagine that we see worlds as they now 
exist, but this is not so; the ex- 
istence and relative position of the distant 
By the aid the 
id of light we only see the past, 
and not the present. Light dees net 
inform us whether the most distant. 
minous bodies which can be seen are 
in existence or not. Light enables us te 
see them exist thousands of “ges 
but it gives us no indications — | 
have existed as luminous bodies since 


that period. 
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